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Proclamation 8227—Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day 
of Celebration of Greek and 
American Democracy, 2008 
March 20, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Greek Independence Day, we recog-

nize the important contributions Greek 
Americans have made to our national char-
acter, celebrate the deep friendship between 
our two countries, and honor the anniversary 
of the Greek call for independence. 

The United States and Greece share a 
close relationship based on our common be-
lief in the power of freedom. The ancient 
Athenians gave birth to the principles of de-
mocracy, and America’s Founding Fathers 
were inspired by Greek ideals that honored 
and respected human dignity and rights. 
When the people of Greece claimed their 
independence in 1821, they had the strong 
support of the United States. Greek patriots 
risked their lives because they knew freedom 
and democracy were both their proud legacy 
and their ultimate destiny. Today, our nations 
remain allies in the cause of freedom and 
are working to lay the foundations of peace 
and spread the blessings of liberty around 
the world. 

In celebrating Greek Independence Day, 
we commemorate the heritage of freedom 
our countries hold dear, and we remember 
the Greek Americans whose strong spirit, re-
solve, and courage helped shape America. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2008, 
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day 
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of March, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., March 24, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on March 25. 

Message on the Observance of 
Easter 2008 
March 21, 2008 

‘‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in me will live, even though he dies.’’ 

John 11:25 

Laura and I send greetings to all those 
celebrating the joyful holiday of Easter. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ reminds 
people around the world of the presence of 
a faithful God who offers a love more power-
ful than death. Easter commemorates our 
Savior’s triumph over sin, and we take joy 
in spending this special time with family and 
friends and reflecting on the many blessings 
that fill our lives. During this season of re-
newal, let us come together and give thanks 
to the Almighty who made us in His image 
and redeemed us in His love. 

On this glorious day, we remember our 
brave men and women in uniform who are 
separated from their families by great dis-
tances. We pray for their safety and strength, 
and we honor those who gave their lives to 
advance peace and secure liberty across the 
globe. 

Happy Easter. May God bless you, and 
may God bless our great Nation. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this message. 
An original was not available for verification of 
the content of this message. 
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